t has been said before, and no doubt it

will be said again: location is one of the

main factors to consider when initially
searching for a suitable park home development.
Whether you prefer the urban lifestyle or
feel more relaxed in a rural environment is
a question only you, as a potential purchaser,
can answer. Fortunately, there are
countless park home estates scattered
throughout the country offering an
unimaginable choice of locations, from
Lands End to John o’Groats.

In Cumbria, for example, Nepgill Park is
renowned for its stunningly beautiful setting.
Yet it is perfectly placed for easy access to the
towns of Cockermouth and Workington, giving

Living in the heart of
beautiful Lake District
countryside, residents at
Nepgqill Park appreciate
their tranquil rural
lifestyle. Steve Gray
spoke to some of them

Terrapin homes are an important feature of Nepgill Park,
especially on the newly-developed Millbanks Court
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residents the best of both worlds—a tranquil
rural lifestyle with excellent facilities close by.
The park, now owned by Kevin and
Marcia Morgan, has undergone a major
transformation over the last few years, with
a modern collection of residential properties
replacing older caravans. Kevin and Marcia
are also in the process of completing work
on an entirely new section of the development,
which is known as Millbanks Court.
Additionally, plans are in hand to install
several properties on an adjacent field,

taking the number of homes on site to 64.
A great deal of care and forethought is

going into the development work as Kevin

and Marcia are keen to stamp their own

Park Profile: Cumbria

personalities on this unique park. All work is
of uniformly high standard while environmental
considerations are not overlooked.

‘We are now over halfway through
development work on Millbanks Court,’
Kevin told us, ‘and appreciate that some
residents are concerned with the speed of
progress. We are, however, following
exacting design specifications and are
pleased with the way things are shaping up.’

Nepgill is home to an array of small
mammals, including red squirrels, which are
found only in certain parts of the country.
Indeed, the local electricity company has
installed squirrel guards around the park
to stop these playful little creatures coming
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to any harm on nearby transformers.

It’s easy to see why people love this
location and residents we chatted to told us
they were very content in this tranquil park

John and Josie Dixon moved to Nepgill
from Biddulph in Staffordshire almost ten
years ago. Curiously, Mr Dixon was born in
the nearby village of Greysouthen and-decided
that, on retirement, he would like to renew his
links with this beautiful area of the country.
As a consequence, he and Josie started
looking at the possibility of moving north,
ultimately deciding to buy a residential
property at Nepgill Park. The couple looked
at several park home estates but were very
impressed with the high standard of Terrapin

Site owners, Kevin and Marcia Morgan, are working hard to complete development work

homes being installed at Nepgill at that time.

‘Unfortunately, we opted to move as the
property market slumped,” John Dixon told us,
‘and it took an interminably long time to sell
our house. However, we did have a strong
desire to move back to Cumbria, so ultimately
we came to Millbanks Court at Nepgill Park
which was just in the initial phase of
development. We visited several other local
parks but we were particularly attracted to this
rural estate and the unusual Terrapin homes
which were being sited They are of a very
high specification. Our home is remarkably
well insulated, possesses the highest standards
of workmanship and comes complete with a
genuine Marley tiled roof. It is also cheap to
run, costing about £9 per week.’

Unlike traditional park homes, the various
designs from Terrapin do not have descriptive
names. Indeed, individual homes are given
nothing more than a number to identify them.
Despite the success of the Terrapin as a resi-
dential property, these homes are no longer
manufactured, although orders for three or
four would be looked at with interest by this
manufacturer, which specialises in relocat-
able classrooms, offices, creches, etc

Mr and Mrs Dixon were initially
concerned about the installation of electric
storage radiators, which have a reputation for
being an expensive form of heating. They
need not have worried, though, as it soon
became clear that electric central heating is a
cost-effective, alternative form of heating
which they are now very pleased with.

The couple, who were among the first
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people to move into Millbanks Court, have
made a number of modifications to their
home—fitting a conservatory and redesigning
both bedrooms to include new bedroom
furniture, which has created an amazing
amount of space.

Mr Dixon voiced his concerns about the
pace of development work around the park
but added that site owner, Kevin Morgan,
usually worked alone, which was one reason
why progress had remained at a ‘sedate’ level.

Before retiring both John and Josie were
teachers in Staffordshire. They were also heavily
involved in local politics and John was mayor
of Biddulph on three separate occasions.

Now, though, the couple like to take things
easy and go travelling whenever the opportunity
presents itself. John is also a weather observer
for the Meteorological Office at Bracknell,
sending in detailed monthly reports.

As work progresses, park owner, Kevin
Morgan, is endeavouring to maintain certain
areas of the park in an uncultivated state,
aiding the local wildlife. While his approach
has caused some consternation, it makes for
a totally individual park layout, steering away
from traditional manicured lawns and tiny
beds full of flowers. A large pond has been
created in which rare orchids have been
growing and ducks have been breeding.

The rural aspect of the park in this quiet
corner of the Lake District means that a car
would be useful for those living there. But,
having said that, some residents at Nepgill do
manage without their own transport, preferring
to rely on the local bus service which passes






